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What are Predatory Publishers?

Author pays publications fees for publishing services and the publisher/journal 

provides little or no services:

• No peer review

• No editing

• No long-term archiving

• Journals, publishers, conferences

• Often connected with the Open Access publishing modell
"Shark warning, Muizenburg“ by flowcomm is licensed 
under CC BY 2.0. To view a copy of this license, 
visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse.Damage to reputation



Common Tricks and Red Flags

• Unsolicited invitations, fake acceptance letters

• Lack of peer review within the publication process

• Misleading metrics: fake impact factors, made up journal rankings

• High or hidden publication fees

• Poor quality websites: Website shows irregular publication cycles, content is not 

accessible or not available at all no long-term archiving, no DOIs

• Journal Hijacking: similar website title, expired URLs

• Publisher offers a great range of journals/topics – but little content

• Publisher does not provide contact information or an imprint

• Fake information about editorial boards, members

• AI produced content



DEMO Mail



How to Avoid Predatory Publishers

Check the publishers reputation:

• Membership with Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA) or 

Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)

• Respected databases like Web of Science, Scopus Access via our campus 

network: https://bib.telegrafenberg.de/en/find-it/databases 

• Use whitelists: Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

• Avoid blacklists like the Bealls list because they are biased and the provenance and 

motivation is unclear

https://oaspa.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://www.webofscience.com/wos
http://www.scopus.com/
https://doaj.org/


How to Avoid Predatory Publishers

Use helpful Checklists:

• Think. Check. Submit for books & chapters (LINK) or journals (LINK)

• Think. Check. Attend for predatory conferences (LINK)

• Technische Universität München, Universitätsbibliothek.(2020). 

Checklist: Predatory Journals. (LINK)

• Checklist: Predatory Conferences.(2020). Technische Universität München, 

Universitätsbibliothek (LINK)

More on our library website: https://bib.telegrafenberg.de/en/publishing/scientific-writing/predatory-publishers 

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/books-and-chapters/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1554134/1554134.pdf
https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1554136/1554136.pdf
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Contact us

Library Wissenschaftsparks Albert Einstein
Telegrafenberg, A17
D-14473 Potsdam
Tel.: +49 331 6264-1673
E-Mail: bib@gfz-potsdam.de

Help Desk Opening hours:
On Site Tuesday - Thursday: 10 am-15 pm
Help Desk Monday – Friday: 10 am-15 pm

Resources
Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association
Directory of Open Access Journals
Committee on Publication Ethics

Think. Check. Submit
Tink. Check. Attend
Technische Universität München, Universitätsbibliothek. (2020). 
Checklist: Predatory Journals.

https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1554134/1554134.pdf
Technische Universität München, Universitätsbibliothek. (2020). 
Checklist: Predatory Conferences. 
https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1554136/1554136.pdf 

mailto:bib@gfz-potsdam.de
https://oaspa.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
http://thinkchecksubmit.org/check/
https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1554134/1554134.pdf
https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1554136/1554136.pdf


Next Library Shorts

Fri, Dec 6, 2024, 11:30 AM: Benefits of using PIDs 

(Persistent Identifiers like, DOI, ORCID iDs)

Fri, Dec 13, 2024, 11:30 AM: Navigating Publishing Costs at GFZ

Fri, Jan 10, 2025, 11:30 AM: Geo Data Act/ Geology Data Act (GeoIDG)

More events: https://bib.telegrafenberg.de/en/services/library-events

https://bib.telegrafenberg.de/en/services/library-events

